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EARLY LIFE 

Albert Sadacca was born in London, England, on 27 July 1901. He grew up in a family that moved to the 

United States when he was a young boy. Albert lived in New York City, where his family ran a business 

selling wicker goods, such as baskets and furniture. 

A BRIGHT IDEA 

In the early 1900s, electric lights were just beginning to replace candles and oil lamps in homes. During 

Christmas, most people still used candles to decorate their trees, which was dangerous as they could easily 

start a fire. In 1917, at the age of 16, Albert had a brilliant idea. He suggested that his family’s business 

could start making and selling safe electric Christmas lights instead of using candles. 

THE BEGINNING OF ELECTRIC CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

Albert's family began producing electric Christmas lights, which were safer and much more colourful. 

These lights became very popular, as they allowed families to decorate their trees without the risk of fire. 

Albert’s business grew quickly, and he helped make Christmas celebrations safer and more festive for 

everyone. 

A LASTING LEGACY  

Thanks to Albert's innovative thinking, electric Christmas lights became a popular tradition around the 

world. Today, millions of people enjoy decorating their homes and trees with colourful lights every year. 

His bright idea helped bring joy and safety to the festive season. 

Albert Sadacca's contribution to Christmas celebrations reminds us that even small ideas can have a big 

impact on the world. 

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS:  

1. Where and when was Albert Sadacca born? 

2. Why were electric Christmas lights safer than using candles? 

3. What idea did Albert have in 1917, and how did it help people? 

4. How did Albert make electric Christmas lights affordable for more families? 

5. What impact did Albert’s invention have on Christmas traditions around the world? 

 


