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MAXWELL AND TUKE 
 

 

EARLY LIFE AND BACKGROUND 

Francis William Tuke was born on 30 November 1841 in the city of York, England. His future design partner, 

James Maxwell, was born a few years earlier on 7 June 1838 in Haslingden, a small town in Lancashire, 

England. Both men grew up in Victorian England, a time when architecture and engineering were rapidly 

evolving. 

THE PARTNERSHIP 

In the 1860s, the two architects came together to form the partnership known as Maxwell and Tuke. They 

combined their talents to create buildings that were both practical and beautiful. Their work was admired 

by many during their lifetimes and remains important in British architectural history. 

FAMOUS WORKS 

One of their most well-known creations is the Blackpool Tower, which was completed in 1894. Inspired by 

the Eiffel Tower in Paris, the Blackpool Tower became a popular landmark and a symbol of British seaside 

entertainment. It stands over 150 metres tall and continues to attract visitors today. 

Another notable design is the New Brighton Tower, which was completed in 1900 near Liverpool. Although 

it was even taller than the Blackpool Tower, it was later dismantled in 1921. Maxwell and Tuke also 

designed hospitals, public buildings, and private homes. Each of their projects showed great attention to 

detail and creativity. 

LEGACY 

The partnership of Maxwell and Tuke ended with their deaths in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Maxwell passed away in 1893, shortly before the Blackpool Tower was finished. Tuke lived until 1894, 

allowing him to see the project completed. Their innovative designs have left a lasting mark on British 

architecture. 

CONCLUSION 

Maxwell and Tuke were talented architects who worked together to create iconic buildings. Their designs 

are still admired today, showing how creativity and teamwork can leave a legacy for future generations. 

FIND OUT MORE…  

Blackpool Tower  

https://kidskonnect.com/places/blackpool-tower/


 

 

 

 

   

 

CROXBY PRIMARY SCHOOL GRADUATE AWARD 

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS:  

1. When and where was Francis William Tuke born? 

2. What inspired the design of the Blackpool Tower? 

3. Which of Maxwell and Tuke's towers was dismantled in 1921? 

4. What types of buildings, besides towers, did Maxwell and Tuke design? 

5. Why are Maxwell and Tuke still remembered today? 

 

 

 


