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LEVI STRAUSS  
 

 

EARLY LIFE 

Levi Strauss was born on 26 February 1829 in Buttenheim, a small village in Germany. He grew up in a 

Jewish family with several siblings. His parents worked hard to provide for their family, but life was not 

always easy. When Levi was a teenager, his family decided to move to the United States in search of better 

opportunities. 

A NEW LIFE IN AMERICA  

In 1847, Levi and his family settled in New York City, where two of his older brothers were running a dry 

goods business. Levi learned a lot about selling fabrics and clothing from them. A few years later, he 

moved to San Francisco, California, during the Gold Rush. Many people were travelling to California at that 

time, hoping to find gold and make their fortunes. Levi saw an opportunity to sell supplies to these miners. 

THE INVENTION OF JEANS  

Levi started his own business selling fabrics and other goods to miners and workers. He soon realised that 

the miners needed durable clothing that could withstand the tough work they were doing. In 1873, he 

partnered with a tailor named Jacob Davis to create trousers made from a strong fabric called denim. To 

make the trousers even stronger, they used metal rivets to reinforce the pockets. These trousers became 

known as "blue jeans" and were an instant success. 

A LASTING LEGACY  

Levi Strauss was not only a clever businessman, but he was also kind and generous. He supported local 

charities and helped people in need. He never married or had children, but his company continued to grow 

after his death on 26 September 1902 in San Francisco. Today, blue jeans are worn all over the world, and 

Levi’s name is remembered as the creator of one of the most popular pieces of clothing in history. 

FUN FACT 

Did you know that the first pair of blue jeans cost only $1.50? That is very cheap compared to today’s 

prices! 

FIND OUT MORE…  

Levi Strauss facts for kids 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Levi_Strauss


 

 

 

 

   

 

CROXBY PRIMARY SCHOOL GRADUATE AWARD 

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS:  

1. Where was Levi Strauss born, and when? 

2. Why did Levi's family move to the United States? 

3. What problem did miners face that Levi Strauss helped solve? 

4. Who worked with Levi Strauss to create blue jeans, and what made the trousers so strong? 

5. How is Levi Strauss remembered today for his contributions? 
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