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Sir John Wolfe Barry  

 

WHO WAS SIR JOHN WOLFE BARRY? 

Sir John Wolfe Barry was a famous British civil engineer who helped design and build important bridges 

and structures. He was born on 7 December 1836 in London, England. His work has had a lasting impact on 

engineering and architecture. Sir John Wolfe Barry is remembered for his great contributions to 

engineering. Tower Bridge remains a symbol of London and shows how creativity and skill can solve 

difficult challenges. His work has inspired engineers for generations. Sir John Wolfe Barry’s dedication and 

skill helped shape the world of engineering, and his work can still be seen and admired today. 

WHAT DID HE DO? 

He became an engineer and worked on many big projects. He is most famous for designing Tower Bridge in 

London, one of the city’s most iconic landmarks. This bridge, completed in 1894, was special because it 

could lift up to allow ships to pass underneath. 

WHY IS TOWER BRIDGE SPECIAL?  

Tower Bridge is unique because it is both a suspension bridge and a bascule bridge. The bascules (the parts 

that lift) made it possible for large ships to travel on the River Thames. The design was not only functional 

but also beautiful, which is why it is still admired today. 

OTHER WORK 

Besides Tower Bridge, he worked on other important projects, such as railway stations and docks. He also 

helped improve how engineers planned and built big structures, making them safer and stronger. 

FIND OUT MORE…   

Facts about Sir John Wolfe Barry 

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS:  

1. When and where was Sir John Wolfe Barry born? 

2. What is Sir John Wolfe Barry most famous for designing? 

3. Why is Tower Bridge special? 

4. What other types of projects did Sir John Wolfe Barry work on besides Tower Bridge? 

5. Why is Sir John Wolfe Barry remembered today? 

https://kids.kiddle.co/John_Wolfe_Barry

