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WHO WAS KARL FRIEDRICH BENZ?  

Karl Friedrich Benz was an engineer and inventor who helped create the first car. He was born on 25 

November 1844 in Karlsruhe, Germany. His work changed the way people travel and made cars a part of 

our everyday lives. 

WHAT DID HE INVENT? 

In 1885, he built the first car with a petrol engine. It had three wheels and was called the Benz Patent-

Motorwagen. This invention was the beginning of modern cars. 

HOW DID HIS INVENTION WORK? 

The Benz Patent-Motorwagen had a small engine powered by petrol. It could move on its own without 

being pulled by horses. It had a steering handle and could carry two people. Before cars, people travelled 

by walking, riding horses, or using carriages. His invention made travel faster and easier. It was the start of 

a new way for people to get around. 

WHAT HAPPENED NEXT? 

After his success with the first car, more people became interested in building and improving cars. Today, 

millions of cars are used all over the world because of the ideas he started. Karl Friedrich Benz’s invention 

changed the world. He is remembered as a pioneer who helped create a new way of living with cars. 

FIND OUT MORE…   

Facts about Karl Friedrich Benz 

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS:  

1. When and where was Karl Friedrich Benz born? 

2. What was the name of the first car he built? 

3. How was the Benz Patent-Motorwagen powered? 

4. What did people use to travel before cars were invented? 

5. Why is Karl Friedrich Benz remembered today? 
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