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EARLY LIFE AND BACKGROUND 

John Brunsdon was born on 16th January 1933 in Cheltenham, a town in Gloucestershire, England. 

Growing up in a peaceful place surrounded by nature, he developed an early love for art. As a child, he 

enjoyed drawing and often sketched the world around him. His interest in art grew stronger as he got 

older, leading him to pursue a career as an artist. 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING  

After finishing school, Brunsdon went on to study at the Slade School of Fine Art in London. This is where 

he learned many art techniques and started to develop his own style. He was particularly interested in how 

light and shadows worked together in art, and this became an important part of his work. 

ART STYLES AND TECHNIQUES  

Brunsdon is best known for his artwork that explores light, shadow, and how these elements affect the 

way we see things. He often painted scenes of the city, especially buildings, and paid close attention to the 

way light bounced off glass and steel. His art was known for being bold and colourful, using strong 

contrasts and clear shapes. He also used screen printing to create some of his most famous pieces. 

INFLUENCE OF THE CITY 

Although he grew up in a smaller town, much of Brunsdon’s artwork focused on the busy life of cities, 

especially London. He painted streets, buildings, and shops, often capturing the way they looked from 

different angles. His work reflects the energy and movement of urban life, showing how light and space 

can change the way we see the world around us. 

LATER LIFE AND LEGACY 

Brunsdon continued creating art throughout his life, becoming well known for his distinctive style. His work 

was displayed in galleries across the UK and internationally. Even after his death, his paintings remain an 

important part of British art history, inspiring many artists who followed him. 
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CONCLUSION 

John Brunsdon’s artwork captures the beauty and energy of both city life and the natural world. His skilful 

use of light, colour, and shape makes his paintings stand out. He is remembered as an important artist of 

the 20th century, whose work continues to inspire people today. 

FIND OUT MORE…  

British Council of Art - John Brunsdon 

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS:  

1. Where was John Brunsdon born and when? 

2. What art technique did Brunsdon use to create some of his famous pieces? 

3. How did John Brunsdon’s paintings capture the city of London? 

4. What was John Brunsdon particularly interested in when it came to art? 

5. How is John Brunsdon’s legacy remembered today? 

 

 

https://visualarts.britishcouncil.org/collection/artists/brunsdon-john-1933
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