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INTRODUCTION TO GLASS ART 

A very special artist was born on September 20, 1941, in Tacoma, Washington, USA. This artist is famous 

for making stunning glass sculptures that can be found in galleries, museums, and even outdoors all over 

the world. The artist's work is known for its beautiful colours, shapes, and the way it catches the light. 

People are often amazed by the intricate designs, which seem to come alive, as though they are moving. 

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION 

Growing up in Tacoma, the artist showed an interest in art from a young age. In the 1960s, they studied at 

the University of Washington, where they learned about glassblowing. Glassblowing is a technique used to 

shape glass by heating it to a high temperature and blowing air into it. This was the start of a lifelong 

passion for glass art. Later, the artist also studied at the famous Rhode Island School of Design, where they 

perfected their skills. 

CREATING GLASS ART 

The artist became known for creating large, complex pieces of art from glass. One of the most remarkable 
features of their work is how they use bright colours and unusual forms to make glass seem alive. Their 
sculptures can look like flowers, animals, or even underwater creatures. Some of their most famous works 
are huge glass chandeliers, which can be found in places like museums and gardens. 

One of the artist's famous techniques is to use many small pieces of glass to make a bigger piece, which 
creates a sense of movement and energy. The artist’s works can be seen in places like the Royal Botanic 
Gardens in the UK and the Museum of Glass in Washington. 

A NEW WAY TO SEE GLASS 

This artist changed the way people think about glass. In the past, glass was mostly used for everyday 

objects like cups or windows. However, the artist showed the world that glass could be a form of art. By 

experimenting with different colours, shapes, and sizes, they turned glass into something magical and 

surprising. 
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LEGACY 

Today, the artist's work continues to inspire other artists and art lovers around the world. Their sculptures 

can be seen in many places, from museums to public spaces. The artist’s influence on the art world is 

enormous, and their colourful, glass creations continue to amaze people everywhere. 

FIND OUT MORE…  

Academic Kids - Facts about Dale Chihuly 

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS:  

1. When and where was the artist born? 

2. What technique did the artist study at university that helped them create their famous glass 

sculptures? 

3. How did the artist use glass in a new and creative way? 

4. What are some of the places where the artist’s work can be found? 

5. What is one of the artist’s most famous techniques when creating large glass pieces? 

 

https://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Dale_Chihuly
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