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EARLY LIFE AND BACKGROUND 

Friedensreich Hundertwasser was born on 15 December 1928 in Vienna, Austria. He grew up in a world full 

of colour and beauty, which inspired him to become an artist. Hundertwasser was fascinated by nature and 

wanted to bring more colour and joy into everyday life through his art. As a child, he loved drawing, and he 

decided to become an artist when he was very young. 

A UNIQUE WAY OF PAINTING 

Hundertwasser was known for his very special style of painting. He did not like straight lines or dull colours. 

Instead, he used swirling patterns, bright colours, and uneven lines to create his artwork. His paintings 

often looked like they were full of life, with bright greens, reds, blues, and yellows. He believed that nature 

should inspire art, and that art should help people feel happy. 

A LOVE OF NATURE 

One of the most important things to Hundertwasser was the environment. He loved trees, plants, and 

animals. He thought that buildings should be more like nature and should have gardens and trees growing 

on them. This idea led him to design buildings that were unlike any other. Hundertwasser's buildings had 

colourful walls, curved shapes, and plants growing on the roofs. He wanted his designs to make people feel 

more connected to nature. 

FAMOUS WORKS AND BUILDINGS 

Hundertwasser did not just create paintings. He also designed buildings, and some of his designs can still 

be seen today. One of the most famous buildings he designed is the Hundertwasserhaus in Vienna. This 

colourful apartment block looks like a giant piece of art, with unusual shapes, bright colours, and trees 

growing out of the windows. People from all over the world visit the Hundertwasserhaus to admire its 

beauty. 

AN ARTIST WHO CHANGED THE WORLD 

Throughout his life, Hundertwasser worked hard to share his ideas with others. He wanted to change the 

way people thought about art and architecture. His belief in the importance of nature, colour, and 

creativity continues to inspire artists and designers today. Friedensreich Hundertwasser passed away on 19 

February 2000, but his legacy lives on through his unique art and buildings. 
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FUN FACT 

Hundertwasser also designed stamps! His designs for Austrian postage stamps were as colourful and 

imaginative as his paintings. 

FIND OUT MORE…  

Facts about Friedensreich Hundertwasser 

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS:  

1. When and where was Friedensreich Hundertwasser born? 

2. What was special about the way Hundertwasser painted? 

3. How did Hundertwasser incorporate nature into his art and designs? 

4. What is the name of the famous building designed by Hundertwasser in Vienna? 

5. What did Hundertwasser want to change about the way people thought about art and buildings? 
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