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THE WINDRUSH GENERATION: A JOURNEY TO A NEW
HOME

The Windrush Generation refers to the people who came to the United Kingdom from the Caribbean
between 1948 and 1971. This migration was named after the ship HMT Empire Windrush, which brought
the first group of Caribbean immigrants to Britain

WHO WERE THE WINDRUSH GENERATION?

The Windrush Generation were individuals from Caribbean countries who moved to the UK to help
rebuild the country after World War II. They were invited by the British government to fill the labour
shortages and contribute to the post-war reconstruction efforts.
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ARRIVAL ON THE HMT EMPIRE WINDRUSH

In 1948, the HMT Empire Windrush arrived in the UK, carrying hundreds of passengers from Jamaica,
Trinidad and Tobago, and other Caribbean islands. This marked the beginning of a significant chapter

in British history.

MV Empire Windrush was the ship that
brought the Caribbean settlers to Britain
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CHALLENGES FACED

Despite being invited to the UK, members of the Windrush Generation faced various challenges,
including discrimination and prejudice. Many had to overcome these obstacles to build new lives for
themselves and their families.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO BRITISH SOCIETY

The Windrush Generation made important contributions to British society in various fields, such as
politics, sports, music, and culture. Their impact is still felt today, enriching the multicultural fabric of
the United Kingdom.

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS:

1. Why is it called the Windrush Generation?

2. Why did the British government invite people from the Caribbean to move to the UK after World
War II?

3. What challenges did the Windrush Generation face upon their arrival in the UK?
Can you name one area where members of the Windrush Generation made significant
contributions to British society?

5. In which year did the HMT Empire Windrush bring the first group of Caribbean immigrants to
Britain?




