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THE EARLY LIFE OF AN ARTIST  

William Morris was born on 24th March 1834 in Walthamstow, London. As a young boy, he loved reading 

books and learning about history. He also enjoyed drawing and painting. Morris showed a talent for art 

from a very young age, and this would lead him to become a famous artist later in life. 

A PASSION FOR ART AND DESIGN 

Morris loved beautiful things and wanted to make the world a more colourful place. He studied art at 

university and began to create amazing designs for things like wallpapers, fabrics, and furniture. His work 

was very special because he wanted everything to be made by hand, rather than by machines. This made 

his designs unique and full of charm. 

THE FOUNDER OF THE ARTS AND CRAFTS MOVEMENT 

Morris was one of the people who started the Arts and Crafts Movement. This was a group of artists who 

believed in making things by hand rather than using machines. They thought that the world should be full 

of beautiful and useful objects, made with care and skill. Morris worked hard to make sure people could 

enjoy art in everyday life. 

WRITING AND POETRY 

He was not just an artist; he was also a writer. He wrote stories and poems about magical lands and 

heroes. One of his most famous works is a poem called The Earthly Paradise. It was full of wonderful tales 

that people loved to read. 

LEGACY AND INFLUENCE 

Even though he passed away on 3rd October 1896, Morris’ work continues to inspire people today. His 

designs can still be seen on wallpapers, fabrics, and other items. He showed the world how art could make 

life more beautiful and how important it is to create things with care and passion. 

FIND OUT MORE…  

Facts about William Morris 

https://kids.kiddle.co/William_Morris
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EXAMPLE QUESTIONS:  

1. When and where was William Morris born? 

2. What was the Arts and Crafts Movement, and what did it believe in? 

3. What type of objects did William Morris design? 

4. Besides being an artist, what other talent did William Morris have? 

5. How has William Morris's work influenced people today? 
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