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WHO IS KEHINDE WILEY? 

Kehinde Wiley is a famous artist who was born on 28 February 1977 in Los Angeles, California, USA. He is 

well known for his beautiful and powerful paintings of people, especially portraits. A portrait is a picture of 

a person, often showing their face and upper body. 

WHAT MAKES HIS ART SPECIAL? 

His art is special because he paints people in poses that look like old, fancy paintings from history. He often 

uses bright colours and patterns in the background. These patterns are inspired by different cultures and 

traditions from around the world. 

WHO DOES HE PAINT? 

He paints people from all kinds of backgrounds. Most of the time, he chooses everyday people he meets 

on the street. He asks them to pose like famous figures from historical paintings, making them look strong, 

proud, and important. 

WHY IS HIS WORK IMPORTANT? 

His work is important because it shows that everyone deserves to be seen as powerful and beautiful. His 

art celebrates diversity and reminds us that people from all races and cultures are valuable. 

A BIG ACHIEVEMENT 

In 2018, Kehinde Wiley painted a portrait of Barack Obama, the 44th President of the United States. It was 

the first official presidential portrait created by an African American artist. This painting became very 

famous and is displayed in a museum in Washington, D.C. 

WHERE CAN YOU SEE HIS ART?  

His paintings are in museums all over the world. If you ever visit an art gallery, you might see one of his 

colourful and inspiring works! 

FIND OUT MORE…  

Facts about Kehinde Wiley 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Kehinde_Wiley
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EXAMPLE QUESTIONS:  

1. When and where was Kehinde Wiley born? 

2. What is special about the way Kehinde Wiley paints people? 

3. Who are the people he often chooses to paint? 

4. Why is Kehinde Wiley's work important? 

5. What famous person did he paint in 2018, and why was this special? 
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