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Marine biologists are scientists who study life in oceans, seas, and other bodies of water. They explore 

marine animals, plants, and ecosystems to understand how they live, interact, and survive. Their work is 

important for conserving marine life, protecting the environment, and helping humans use the oceans 

responsibly.  

WHAT DO MARINE BIOLOGISTS DO? 

Marine biologists carry out research both in the field and in laboratories. They might dive underwater to 

observe animals, collect samples, or track migration patterns. In the lab, they analyse water quality, study 

genetics, or test the effects of pollution on marine life. Some marine biologists also work to develop 

conservation plans, educate the public, or advise governments on marine policies.  

SKILLS AND PERSONAL QUALITIES  

Marine biologists need strong scientific knowledge and analytical skills. They must be curious, observant, 

and patient, as experiments and observations can take a long time. Physical fitness and comfort in water 

are important for fieldwork. Good communication skills are also essential for writing reports, sharing 

findings, and teaching others about marine life.  

QUALIFICATIONS NEEDED 

Most marine biologists begin by studying biology, marine science, or environmental science at university. A 

bachelor’s degree is usually the first step, followed by a master’s degree or PhD for those who want to 

conduct advanced research. Studying subjects like chemistry, physics, and mathematics can also be useful 

for analysing data and conducting experiments.  

TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE  

Gaining hands-on experience is vital. Future marine biologists often take part in volunteer projects, 

internships, or field trips. They may work with conservation groups, aquariums, or research institutes to 

gain practical skills in diving, sample collection, and laboratory techniques. This experience strengthens 

applications for professional roles in marine biology.  
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WHERE MARINE BIOLOGISTS WORK  

Marine biologists can work in a variety of settings, including universities, research institutes, aquariums, 

government agencies, or marine conservation organisations. Some work on ships at sea, while others focus 

on laboratory research or education. Careers in this field can be diverse and adventurous.  

REWARDS AND CHALLENGES 

Marine biology can be challenging, requiring long hours, physical work, and sometimes travel to remote 

locations. However, it is also extremely rewarding. Marine biologists contribute to protecting the 

environment, discovering new species, and increasing our understanding of life beneath the waves. Their 

work has a real impact on the future of our oceans.  

Marine biologists are explorers of the underwater world, combining science, adventure, and conservation. 

Becoming a marine biologist requires education, dedication, and curiosity, but it offers a fulfilling career for 

anyone passionate about the oceans and the life within them.  

 

Find out more 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Marine_biology  

https://www.thethinkacademy.com/blog/edubriefs-marine-biology-for-kids-ocean-science-that-builds-

stem-skills/  

Example Questions 

• What do marine biologists’ study? 

• Why do they dive underwater? 

• What qualification would you need to become a marine biologist? 

• True or False. Hands on experience is vital. 

• Why can marine biology be challenge? 

 

 

  

https://kids.kiddle.co/Marine_biology
https://www.thethinkacademy.com/blog/edubriefs-marine-biology-for-kids-ocean-science-that-builds-stem-skills/
https://www.thethinkacademy.com/blog/edubriefs-marine-biology-for-kids-ocean-science-that-builds-stem-skills/

	What do marine biologists do?
	Skills and Personal Qualities
	qualifications needed
	training and experience
	Where marine biologists Work
	rewards and challenges

