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Curriculum Progression  

Strand – To investigate places.  



 

 
Foundation stage: 

As geographers 
children can begin 

to explore and 
create the features 

of their own 
immediate 

environment. 
 

Key Vocabulary 
environment, map, 

distance 
 

 



 

 

Y1: 

As geographers children 
can begin to explore and 
create simple maps of the 

local area. 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 
village, local area, symbols,  

 
 
 

 

 

Croxby 



 

 

Y2: 

As geographers children 
can explore and create 
simple maps of the local 

area using simple symbols 
and keys and four point 

compasses. 
 

Key Vocabulary 
human/physical features, 

direction, key 



Y3: 
Children can develop and create maps of the 
local area using the standard symbols, keys 

and 8 points of a compass. 
 

Key Vocabulary 
route, compass, locate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Y4: 
As geographers children can show an 

increasing understanding of our local area 
devising maps using complex keys, 8 points of 

a compass and four figure grid references. 
 

Key Vocabulary 
grid reference, straight line distances,  

complex key 



Y5: 

As geographers children can demonstrate a clear 
understanding of our local area, creating maps 

using complex keys that use the standard 
ordinance survey symbols and four figure grid 

references. 
 

 
Key Vocabulary 

atlas, standard ordinance survey, co-ordinates 



 
 

Y6: 
As geographers children can have an in-
depth knowledge of our wider local area, 
creating thematic maps using graduated 

symbols. 
 

Key Vocabulary 
thematic map, population density, 

graduated symbol  



Mastery: 

As geographers children can have an in-depth 
knowledge of our wider local area, creating thematic 

maps using graduated symbols and identifying 
patterns. 

 
Key Vocabulary 

thematic map, population density, graduated symbol, 
geographical patterns  

 


